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January 13, 2020

What led to Prohibition?
DO NOW: What do you think may have led to the 18th Amendment? 

19th Century Background for Prohibition
Second Great Awakening sought to remake society in God's image. 
 This sentiment extended to civic life with the formation of thousands of Temperance 

societies. 
Successful in reducing consumption and encouraging stricter state regulation of alcohol. 

Temperance Cartoons

The Women’s Christian Temperance Union
 The WCTU fought for prohibition and progressive reform. 
 Frances Willard was the national president of the union from 1879 to 1898.
 Focused on suffrage, the 8-hour work day, prison reform, and the Social Gospel. 

The Anti-Saloon League
 The Anti-Saloon League focused only on the legal prohibition of alcoholic beverages. 
Developed modern lobbying techniques.
Printed anti-drinking brochures, appealed to church members for support, and lobbied 

both lawmakers and businessmen. 

The Volstead Act 
 The 18th Amendment was ratified in 1919 and took effect in 1920. 
 The Volstead Act clarified the new rules surrounding prohibition. 
President Wilson vetoed the Volstead Act on constitutional grounds. 
 His veto was overridden by Congress. 

Responses to Prohibition
Reaction to Prohibition?
Speakeasies (illegal bars)
Bootlegging (smuggling of alcohol)

"A Noble Experiment" 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1ynk6uD78tI


1. List some arguments for and against Prohibition. Which side of the debate is most 
legitimate to you and why?
2. Compare and contrast Prohibition to today's War on Drugs. Is the war successful? 
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Why/why not?

The 21st Amendment 
Prohibition was unenforceable. 
Many deaths occurred from bootleg liquor.
Political corruption increased.
Smuggling grew out of control. 
During the Depression the potential jobs and tax revenue from the legalization of liquor 

increasingly attractive to struggling Americans. 

Al Capone
By 1927 he was earning some $60 million a year from bootlegging.
His gang was like a private army.  He had 700 men under his control.
He was responsible for over 500 murders.
On 14th February 1929, Capone’s men dressed as police officers murdered 7 members of a 

rival gang.  This became known as the ‘Valentine’s Day Massacre.’ 

Organized Crime
 The enormous profits to be made attracted gangsters who started to take control of many 

cities.
 They bribed the police, judges and politicians.
 They controlled the speakeasies and the distilleries, and ruthlessly exterminated their rivals.

Quick Review of Nativism
What is it?
Being hostile to immigrants; motivated by ethnic tensions and religious bias

Prior Examples of Nativism
 “Know-Nothings” in 1850s 
Chinese Exclusion Act, 1882
APA (American Protective Association) in 1880s & 1890s
 “Gentleman’s Agreement”, 1907

The KKK in the 1920s
 The KKK increased its membership drastically
Why?
Reaction to “New Immigrants”
D. W. Griffith’s full length film, Birth of A Nation

What were the KKK’s beliefs?
Hatred and hostility towards African Americans, immigrants, Jews, and Catholics

 Eventually, due to scandals, membership declined
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Immigration Quotas
 Emergency Quota Act of 1921:
Restricted number of immigrants from a country to 3% of total people from that country 

living in US in 1910
Friendly to Southern and Eastern Europeans (“New Immigrants”)

 Immigration Act of 1924:
Quotas for foreigners was cut from 3% to 2%, used 1890 census instead, hurt “New 

Immigrants”
Why? 

With the passage of these two acts, unrestricted immigration is now over
Why did business owners once favor unrestricted immigration?


Sacco and Vanzetti
Who were they?
 Two Italian immigrants that were:
Anarchists
Atheists
Draft Dodgers

What were they charged with?
Robbery and Murder

How is this an example of nativism?
Most agree they did not receive a fair trial – inconclusive evidence
Radicalism became a major issue during the trial
Attempts for a new trial were denied

 In 1927, both men were executed
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