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SEPTEMBER 27™, 2019
WHY DID ECONOMIC REFORM MOVEMENTS DEVELOP IN THE LATE 1800°S?

DO NOW: WHAT IS A REFORM MOVEMENT?

TERMS TO KNOW

A. NATIONAL GRANGE — ORGANIZATION OF LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

B. COOPERATIVE — STORES WHERE FARMERS BOUGHT PRODUCTS FROM EACH OTHER
C. POPULISM - APPEAL TO THE COMMON PEOPLE

D. CREATE - FORM

E. CURRENCY — MONEY

KEY PEOPLE AND EVENTS

A. WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN — DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE IN 1896 THAT
SUPPORTED FREE SILVER AND OTHER POPULIST GOALS

B. WILLIAM MCKINLEY — REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE IN 1896 WHO OPPOSED FREE
SILVER

FARMERS IN PROTEST
THE FARMERS ORGANIZE

A. SUPPLY OF CROPS GREW FASTER THAN THE DEMAND FOR THEM WHICH CAUSED THE PRICES
TO FALL

B. AT THE SAME TIME, FARMERS EXPENSES REMAINED HIGH
A. THEY BLAMED RAILROAD COMPANIES, EASTERN MANUFACTURES AND BANKERS

THE NATIONAL GRANGE

A. FARMERS FORM A MASS POLITICAL MOVEMENT

B. NATIONAL GRANGE WAS A NETWORK OF LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS
A. OFFERED FARMERS EDUCATION, FELLOWSHIP, AND SUPPORT
B. TRIED TO ENCOURAGE ECONOMIC SELF- SUFFICIENCY

C. SET UP COOPERATIVES
I. CHARGED LOWER PRICES THAN REGULAR STORES AND WAS AN OUTLET FOR CROPS
II. CASH ONLY SO FARMERS WOULD NOT INCUR DEBT

D. GRANGE TRIED TO GET STATE LEGISLATURES TO LIMIT RAILROAD SHIPPING

E. BOTH THE COOPERATIVES AND GRANGE FAILED



10

11

12

9/24/2019

THE FARMERS' ALLIANCE
A. NETWORK OF ORGANIZATIONS THAT SPRANG UP IN THE WEST AND SOUTH IN THE 1880°S
A. SOUTHERN ALLIANCE HAD 3 MILLION MEMBERS
B. COLORED FARMERS’ NATIONAL ALLIANCE HAD 1  MILLION MEMBERS
B. SPONSORED EDUCATION AND COOPERATIVE BUYING AND SELLING
C. THE ALLIANCES NEVER ALIGNED DUE TO REGIONAL DIFFERENCES AND PERSONALITY CLASHES

A PARTY OF THE PEOPLE

A. FARMERS' ALLIANCES BECAME POLITICALLY ACTIVE WINNING GOVERNORSHIPS, SENATE SEATS
AND REPRESENTATIVE SEATS

B. FORMED THE POPULIST PARTY
A. POPULISM OR APPEAL TO THE PEOPLE

THE POPULIST PARTY

A. CLAIMED THE GOVERNMENT, NOT PRIVATE COMPANIES, SHOULD OWN THE RAILROADS AND
TELEGRAPH LINES

B. WANTED TO REPLACE GOLD BASED CURRENCY WITH FREE SILVER
A. FREE SILVER IS THE UNLIMITED PRODUCTION OF SILVER COINS
B. WOULD GIVE FARMERS MORE MONEY TO PAY DEBT

C. PROMOTED LIMITING PRESIDENTIAL TERMS TO ONE TERM, ELECTING SENATORS DIRECTLY
AND THE USE OF SECRET BALLOTS

D. CALLED FOR SHORTER HOURS FOR WORKERS, CREATION OF A PROGRESSIVE NATIONAL
INCOME TAX (TAX HIGHER EARNINGS MORE HEAVILY)

E. DID WELL IN STATE AND LOCAL ELECTIONS IN 1894

FREE SILVER

A. DEBTORS JOINED FARMERS IN SUPPORT OF FREE SILVER
A.IT WOULD MEAN THEIR LOANS COULD BE REPAID MORE CHEAPLY
B. SILVER MINING COMPANIES ALSO SUPPORT THE CAUSE

ELECTION OF 1896
A. DEMOCRATS CHOSE WILLIAM JENNINGS BRYAN
B. REPUBLICANS CHOSE WILLIAM MCKINLEY



C. MCKINLEY WON IN A LANDSLIDE
D. POPULIST IDEAS MADE AN IMPACT
A. U.S. ABANDONED GOLD STANDARD
B. ADOPTED 8 HOUR WORKDAY
C. AN INCOME TAX
D. SECRET BALLOT
E. DIRECT ELECTION OF SENATORS
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